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In both this extract and in the play as a whole, Macbeth is presented to be violent whether it be praised or shamed.
In this extract, we are told about Macbeth right at the beginning of the play. We see Macbeth fighting in a battle. In this scene violence is seen as good and something to be praised as they think the people that they are killing deserve it.
Firstly Macbeth is seen as “brave” by the captain and is looked highly on, for killing so many people. This shows Macbeth is violent but that he is praised for it and people think better of him for it.
Secondly, in this extract the audience are told about how Macbeth “unseemed” his enemy “from the nave to th’chaps and fixed his head upon our battlements”. This is a very violent way to kill someone and just so happens that this was the way Macbeth chose to kill this man. I think that not only does it show Macbeth to be a violent character, but it also shows the audience that he has always had a violent nature even before finding out that he would be king.
Macbeth is not only shown as violent in this extract but also in the rest of the play. The next time in the play that we see Macbeth as violent in when he kills King Duncan. In Macbeth’s soliquey just before the murder of Duncan Macbeth says “is this a dagger I see before me” this shows the audience that Macbeth has the violent thoughts in his head but they are only made obviouse to him when he wants them to.
He then, after killing King Duncan, says “It is done” he says this with no emotion which makes the audience feel like Macbeth is so violent and heartless that he doesn’t care about what he has just done.
In the extract we are told about Macbeth’s sword, “brandished steel” which is “smoked with bloody execution” this is telling the audience that Macbeth’s sword has been used so many times to kill so many people that it is just covered in death and murder. This shows Macbeth’s violence because he is just so used to killing people that it has become normal, and he doesn't care and no one around him cares and they just think that he is a “valient cousin” and “worthy gentleman”.
Lastly towards the end of the play we see Macbeth talking to Sayton. In this scene we still see Macbeth as a violent character, only now he’s not giving that violence up “until Birnam Wood moves to Dunstanain”. Here he is saying that he is not going to give up, he is not going to stop fighting until the unbelievable happens as he believes the woods cannot ever move so what the whitches told him is wrong. And that nothing and no one can ever over thrown Macbeth.
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Q2 Qi Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 2 of Macbeth and then answer the question that follows. June 2019 Paper 1
Atthis point in the play, the Captain tells Duncan about Macbeth's part in the recent battle
deall Fiter
At this poif As two spent swimmers that do ciing together
R And choke their art. The merciless Macdonald — pEcrerences
Worthy to be a rebel, for to that "
cap 5 The multiplying villainies of nature | e
R2 Do swarm upon him — from the Western Isles. B
t_;" Of kems and galloglasses is supplied, B
And Fortune on his damnéd quarrel smiling,
R3 Wort Showed like a rebel's whore. But all's too weak, e comment
10 For brave Macbeth — well he deserves that name —
R4 Disdaining Fortune, with his brandished steel,
Which smoked with bloody execution, P
Like Valour's minion carved out his passage
R5 Till he faced the slave,
15 Which ne‘er shook hands, nor bade farewell to him,
Till he unseamed him from the nave to th'chaps
R6 And fixed his head upon our battlements.
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Starting with this speech, explore how far Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a violent character. ... gories above to switch
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- how far Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a violent character in the play as a whole.
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